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          History: Year 9 -  Australians at War: World Wars I and II (1914-1918, 1939-1945)


        
          Topic: 
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      Gallipoli - AE2

    
    
  
    
  
The making of the modern world from 1750 to 1918. It was a period of industrialisation and rapid change in the ways people lived, worked and thought. It was an era of nationalism and imperialism, and the colonisation of Australia was part of the expansion of European power. The period culminated in World War I (1914 - 1918) and World War II (1939 - 1945).


      
              
          Key inquiry question #1: 
        

            
        What is the significance of World War 1?      
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To download the Youth in War transcript, click here.




    

  




  
    
Content summary
  

  
    
      An overview of the causes of the war, why men enlisted and where Australians fought (ACDSEH021, ACDSEH095, ACDSEH024).


Students:


	locate and sequence the places where Australians fought



The scope and nature of warfare (ACDSEH095, ACDESH107).


Students:


	describe the nature of warfare during the Gallipoli campaign





    

  




  
    
Background Notes for teachers
  

  
    
      The Dardanelles Strait is the strip of water that threads from the Aegean Sea between the Gallipoli peninsula on one side and the Turkish mainland on the other. It opens up into the Sea of Marmara and provides access to what was the Turkish capital in World War I, Constantinople (now known as Istanbul).


One area of the Dardanelles is called ‘The Narrows’ because it is only 1600 metres wide. In World War I this approach was protected by Turkish forts.


The Allies had originally planned to knock Turkey out of World War I by using the navy to force their way up the strait, take out the Turkish forts and then sail into the Sea of Marmara. They would then capture Constantinople and open up a supply route to Russia. However the execution of this plan ended disastrously when five of the Allied ships were sunk or disabled by drifting Turkish mines.


The result of this failure was that the Allies drew up a Plan B, which involved landing forces on the Gallipoli Peninsula which would strike overland, destroy the forts and allow the Allied fleet to proceed up the Dardanelles now unhindered by fire from the forts. As part of this plan Australian and New Zealand Forces were landed at Anzac Cove on 25 April 1915.


What is not well known is that an Australian naval vessel was, at the same time, on the other side of the peninsula, sneaking up the strait, intending to cause as much havoc and confusion in the Sea of Marmara as possible to divert attention and reinforcements away from the Allied invasion. 


This Australian vessel was the submarine called the AE2, because it was the second Australian E class submarine. It had modern diesel engines, was over 50 metres long and had a crew of about 35. It was commanded by Lieutenant Commander Henry Stoker of the Royal Navy.


In order to get past the forts in the Narrows the AE2 had to remain submerged and navigate blind through minefields and past shallow stretches while also fighting strong currents. The British submarine the E15 had previously been lost attempting to do the same. 


Incredibly, despite becoming temporarily grounded at one point just under one of the forts, and being hunted by Turkish cruisers and destroyers who had noticed its presence, the AE2 made it into the Sea of Marmara and signalled the Allies of its success.


This message may well have changed the course of the Gallipoli campaign. Up until they received this morale boosting news the Allied command had only been hearing about how little progress the Gallipoli peninsula landings had made against fierce resistance, and withdrawal was being considered.


Over the next few days the AE2 attempted to sink several ships and avoided being sunk by Turkish patrol boats. However, luck deserted it on the morning of the 30 April 1915 when, after encountering a problem submerging, it was shelled and holed by a Turkish Torpedo boat. All the crew were captured and spent the next three and a half years as prisoners of war in Turkey.
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                  Gallipoli - AE2

                

    Students locate and sequence the places where Australians fought and describe the nature of warefare during the Gallipoli campaign.




Number of set tasks: 1

  

  
    











  


          

              

    

  





  
    
Resources
  

  
    
      	Australian War Memorial website entries on the AE2
	Department of Veterans' Affairs animation and information on the AE2
	AE2 Commemorative Foundation





    

  




  
    
NSW Syallabus for the Australian Curriculum History K-10
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            Outcomes

            A student:


	HT5-1 explains and assesses the historical forces and factors that shaped the modern world and Australia
	HT5-4 explains and analyses the causes and effects of events and developments in the modern world and Australia
	HT5-9 applies a range of relevant historical terms and concepts when communicating an understanding of the past
	HT5-10 selects and uses appropriate oral, written, visual and digital forms to communicate effectively about the past for different audiences.


          

                  
            Historical skills

            Students:


Comprehension: chronology, terms and concepts


	read and understand historical texts
	use historical terms and concepts in appropriate contexts (ACHHS165, ACHHS183)
	sequence historical events to demonstrate the relationship between different periods, people and places (ACHHS164, ACHHS182)



Analysis and use of sources


	identify different types of sources
	identify the origin, content, context and purpose of primary and secondary sources (ACHHS169, ACHHS187)
	process and synthesise information from a range of sources as evidence in an historical argument (ACHHS170, ACHHS188)



Perspectives and interpretations


	identify and analyse the reasons for different perspectives in a particular historical context (ACHHS172, ACHHS173, ACHHS190, ACHHS191)



Empathetic understanding


	interpret history within the context of the actions, values, attitudes and motives of people in the context of the past (ACHHS172, ACHHS173, ACHHS190, ACHHS191)



Research


	plan historical research to suit the purpose of an investigation
	identify, locate, select and organise information from a variety of sources, including ICT and other methods (ACHHS168, ACHHS186)



Explanation and communication


	develop historical texts, particularly explanations and historical arguments that use evidence from a range of sources (ACHHS174, ACHHS188, ACHHS192)
	select and use a range of communication forms, such as oral, graphic, written and digital, to communicate effectively about the past for different audiences and different purposes (ACHHS175, ACHHS193)


          

                  
            Historical concepts

            	Cause and effect: events, decisions and developments in the past that produce later actions, results or effects
	Significance: the importance of an event, development, group or individual and their impact on their times and/or later periods
	Contestability: how historians may dispute a particular interpretation of an historical source, event or issue
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            Learning across the curriculum


	Numeracy
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  First hand accounts of the ANZAC landing at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915.



  


    
      


    
    
                    
  


      
    


          
  
        
                  Found in the trenches

                      
    
    
  In the trenches of Gallipoli several Australian soldiers made a startling archelogical discovery.
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