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National Harmony Day, 21 March 2013 
State Library of NSW celebrates good health 

in over 40 languages 
19/03/13 

As part of National Harmony Day [21 March] the State Library of NSW is promoting 
awareness of its health information service, which offers free access to vital health 
resources for communities from non-English-speaking backgrounds. 

“All Australians have free access to high quality health information in their preferred 
language through online and local library resources provided by the State Library of 
NSW,” says Oriana Acevedo, Multicultural Consultant, State Library of NSW. 

With almost one in three NSW residents born overseas, and around one in five 
speaking a language other than English, the State Library supplies health and 
wellbeing information in 43 community languages through a network of 374 public 
libraries in NSW. Resources on a wide range of issues such as diabetes, pregnancy 
and healthy eating are available onsite and via interlibrary loans. 

The State Library of NSW is also a partner in the national MyLanguage website 
www.mylanguage.gov.au which offers an online library of health information in over 
60 languages. 

Mrs Acevedo said the State Library and public libraries “strive to meet the needs of 
culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities” by providing free, local and 
easy access to essential multilingual information. 

“For example, the State Library holds a substantial collection of up-to-date resources 
on early childhood health in response to the many enquiries we receive from new 
parents,” says Mrs Acevedo. 

“Many new migrants don’t have family or friends close by so it’s important they can 
access quality information in their first language from their local library. 

“This Harmony Day 2013 we’re raising awareness of the State Library’s free health 
information and showing our commitment to the wellbeing of multicultural 
communities and increasing their sense of inclusion within Australia.” 

The MyLanguage website – www.mylanguage.gov.au – is a partnership between the 
State Libraries of NSW, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria, Western Australia, 
Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory Library Service. 

CALD communities can also access health information at the NSW Department of 
Health website www.mhcs.health.nsw.gov.au  

For more information about interlibrary loans and multicultural services offered by the 
State Library of NSW, go to http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/services/multicultural/index.html
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