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Former Booker Prize judge conducts ‘autopsy’ 

on the book! 

12/11/13 

Readers’ warm embrace of digital devices like eReaders and iPads will kill off the 

printed book, according to former Booker Prize Chair of Judges, Dr Rick Gekoski, 

who will chart the rise and inevitable demise of books at this year’s David Scott 

Mitchell Lecture at the State Library of NSW on 18 November. 


Dr Gekoski’s lecture, The Life and Death of the Book, centres on the fascinating
 
biography of the book and how our 600-year love affair with this “old world format” 

is waning as our attachment to electronic devices grows. 


“We’ve evolved from cave drawings to clay tablets, followed by papyrus scrolls 

and then to the printed book where the turning of the page became an innovation 

in the history of reading,” says Dr Gekoski, a writer, rare book dealer, 

broadcaster and academic.
 

“Within a generation of the Gutenberg Bible publication in 1455, there was an 

explosion of publishing and distribution. 


“And since the availability of electronic readers in 1998, we have had a serious 

alternative, and threat, to the printed book. Indeed, so complex is the matter that 

the very term ‘book’ is no longer clear.”  


Dr Gekoski will explore the issues technology raises in the way we produce and 

consume books, highlighting concerns over the censorship and malleability of 

digital text. 


Libraries are examined with an emphasis on ensuring their role as repositories 

for the written word. The security of digital collections and the loss of this 

community hub to computer ‘centres’ are also considered. However, it is not all 

doom for the future of reading.
 

“If we can preserve and encourage the impulse to read, electronic books are a 

boon. They will make reading available in the poorest parts of the world. And the 

printed book will fight back with specialist and illustrated books like picture books 

and coffee table publications,” says Dr Gekoski. 


“But the day of the majority of printed books is ending. This will take some time, 

but it is starting to happen already and will accelerate.” 


Event details: David Scott Mitchell Lecture: The Life and Death of the Book, 

delivered by Dr Rick Gekoski, Dixson Room at State Library of NSW, 18 

November 2013, 6pm – 7pm. Cost: $30, $25 conc. 

Bookings essential: (02) 9273 1770, www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks
 

The yearly David Scott Mitchell lecture celebrates and honours the Library’s 
founder and benefactor. Previous guest speakers have included Kate Grenville, 
Professor Stephen Garton and Clive James AO. 

www.sl.nsw.gov.au/events/events_talks
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Dr Rick Gekoski profile 
Dr Rick Gekoski is a writer, rare book dealer, broadcaster and academic. 

He taught English Literature at the University of Warwick from 1971-1987, and has 
published books on Joseph Conrad, William Golding, Premiership football 
(Staying Up), a collection of essays entitled Tolkien's Gown and Other Stories of 
Great Authors and Rare Books (based on his BBC Radio 4 Series Rare Books, 
Rare People), and Outside of a Dog: A Bibliomemoir. A second series of Lost, 
Stolen, or Shredded: The History of Some Missing Works of Art was broadcast on 
Radio 4 in 2009. 

He has founded two private presses, the Sixth Chamber Press and the 
Bridgewater Press, which issue finely printed editions of leading contemporary 
novelists and poets. 

In 2005 he was one of the judges for the Man Booker Prize, and was then Chair of 
the judges for the Man Booker International Prize 2011.  

He teaches creative nonfiction for the Arvon Foundation in Britain, and sits on their 
Development Board. In 2010 he was elected a Trustee of English PEN, and sits 
on their board. 

For more information, interviews and images, please contact: 
Vanessa Bond, Media & Communication Branch, State Library of NSW 
(02) 9273 1566, 0411 259 898, vanessa.bond@sl.nsw.gov 
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