
 
 
 

Letter fragment recording Lasseter’s fateful last words 
donated to NSW State Library 

 

30/11/2015 
 
“I’m done for”! A letter fragment containing these fatal last words of inland explorer Harold 
Lasseter, discovered attached to his dead body in 1931, will go on public display for the first time 
TODAY (Monday 30 November) at the State Library of NSW. 

 

The letter, recently donated to the State Library along with a telegram and envelope, may shed 
light on the last days of the infamous explorer who died in the Central Australian desert searching 
for gold “as thick as plums in a pudding” – known as Lasseter’s Reef - he claimed to have sighted 
20 years earlier. 

 

According to State Library curator Elise Edmonds, “the letter fragment is a poignant artefact. It 
contains fragments of words that convey the hopeless desperation felt by Harold Lasseter as he 
lay dying in a cave near the Petermann Ranges in Central Australia.”  
  

Extract from letter: …anything for shade…78th day no food…I realise my end is…might have got 
to…but what hurts most…is not to know why…weak to stand & have…I’m done for.... 
 

After falling out with the rest of the expedition members who began to doubt that the reef 
existed, Lasseter continued the search alone. During this time he lived with an Aboriginal tribe for 
16 weeks, but he died alone, starving and nearly blind.  
 

When Lasseter failed to return, bushman Robert ‘Bob’ Buck was commissioned to search for him. 
He sent a telegram to John Bailey reporting his discovery of Lasseter’s body in March 1931, and 
found the letter fragment on his person.  
 

“The relatively unknown provenance of these items – letter and telegram – adds to the mystery 
surrounding Lasseter’s Reef,” says Elise. 
 

The recent discovery of the letter is featured in Warren Brown’s new book, Lasseter's Gold. He 
writes that in 1962 Jillienne Stalley had an unexpected visitor arrive at her door with this material. 
Her son, Gordon Stalley, donated the material to the Library. 
 

These items are now part of the State Library’s collection which also holds Lasseter’s last diary, 
photographs and personal accounts of expeditions in search of Lasseter’s Reef, and the search to 
recover his body.   
 

The letter and telegram will be on display in the State Library’s AMAZE Gallery from 30 November 
to May 2016.  
 

Elise Edmonds is available for interviews.  
 

For more information, interviews and images, please contact:  
Vanessa Bond, Media & Communications Manager (02) 9273 1566, 0411 
259 898, vanessa.bond@sl.nsw.gov.au 
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