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ACT 

CIVIC SQUARE 

Civic Library 

ARCHITECT   Bligh Voller Neild 

   2006 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated; 

 Library and link building; Foyer, amenities 
and box office for adjacent Canberra 
Theatre & Playhouse. 

SIZE    2000 m2 

COST    $3.7M 

COLLECTION   traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Asymmetrical form of building allows continuity of use for 
large gatherings 

•	 Glass frontage display presence of activity in the Square 

•	 ESD: materials with low embodied energy; rainwater 
harvesting for toilet flushing; roof lights provide filtered 
natural light to both levels; 

•	 Visually permeable acoustic and security separation 
between link and library 

Strong geometric response externally with softer curvilinear details internally; Expressive coloured glass filters natural light  Strong palette of 
colours used internally with largely natural materials in the architecture: glass, steel, stone, cladding, plywood ceilings. 
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CANBERRA CENTRAL 

Kingston Library 

ARCHITECT  Bligh Voller Neild

   2006 

TYPOLOGY  Collocated;

 Library and link building; Foyer, amenities 
and box office for adjacent Canberra 
Theatre & Playhouse. 

SIZE   2000 m2 

COST   $3.7M 

COLLECTION  traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Asymmetrical form of building allows continuity of use for 
large gatherings 

•	 Glass frontage display presence of activity in the Square	 

•	 ESD: materials with low embodied energy; rainwater 
harvesting for toilet flushing; roof lights provide filtered 
natural light to both levels; 

•	 Visually permeable acoustic and security separation 
between link and library 
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ACT 

CITY OF ACTON 

CSIRO Black Mountain Library 

ARCHITECT   Cox Humphries Moss Architects 

   2005 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated; 

 Library and offices 

SIZE     

COST    $2.6M 

COLLECTION   CSIRO national library collection, archives. 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Refurbishment of 1960s building to update and extend 
the stack area 

•	 Extension comprises a two storey single span steel 
framed glazed box with operable louvres for natural 
ventilation. 

•	 External remotely controlled louvres and high 
performance double glazing for sun control 

•	 Geometry of building evolved from need to complement 
existing bold triangular concrete forms and to highlight 
the functional differences between old / new, collection / 
staff. 

Strong, angular forms reflect the original triangular building;	 Natural light;              Large picture windows allow views at a height that provides 
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ACT 

GUNGAHLIN CITY COUNCIL 

Gungahlin Library 

ARCHITECT   unknown 

   2011 

TYPOLOGY   Standalone; 

SIZE   30,000 m2 

COST    $12M 

COLLECTION   traditional, children’s, environment, house 
& garden, heath & wellbeing; 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Rooms for creative writing classes, playgroups & 
workshops 

•	 Skate park-themed youth zone with black ‘space invader’ 
carpet 

•	 Dedicated children’s room with rainbow carpet and a wall 
to ceiling artwork resembling Pick Up Sticks 

•	 Mediazone 

•	 Quiet study zone 

•	 Cafe 

•	 ESD: zone control air conditioning & heating;  solar 
protection glazed windows; shading; low energy fittings; 
stormwater for toilets & irrigation, motion-detector lights. 

Strong entrance threshold;	 Bold public face; 
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NT 

PALMERSTON CITY COUNCIL 

Palmerston Library 

ARCHITECT   MKEA + HASSELL 

   2011 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated; Council Chambers 

SIZE   30,000 m2 

COST    $12M 

COLLECTION   traditional, children’s, environment, house 
& garden, heath & wellbeing; 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Refurbishment of Council Chambers facility. 

•	 Used as catalyst to rejuvenate and refocus Palmerston 
CBD 

•	 Follows new design philosophy of library as dynamic, 
multimedia meeting places for cultural enrichment; 

•	 Required to reflect current trends in library management, 
flexibility for future changes, relaxed atmosphere. 

•	 Cafe, verandah and public meeting rooms with glazed 
operable walls engage with pedestrian precinct; 

•	 ESD: site orientation for passive solar protection; lighting 
and air conditioning designed for minimum power 
consumption; highlight glazing provides diffuse light to 
the middle of the library area, reducing artificial lighting 
requirements. 

Bright, tropical colours; Barcode windows;	 Bold public image; 
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LOCATION
Brisbane, Queensland 

CONTRACT VALUE
$210 million including fitout

CONSTRUCTION PERIOD
Sep 2003 – Oct 2006

TYPE OF CONTRACT
Lump Sum -  
Design and Construct 

CLIENT
ABN Amro

Brisbane Square

Brisbane Square is a certified 
5 star Green Star ‘Office Design 
v1 project’ and was one of the 
first Green Star office buildings 
constructed in Brisbane.

The office tower accommodates 
the Brisbane City Council and 
Suncorp offices. Four low-rise 
buildings house the council’s 
library, customer service 
centre and other office space, 
providing slashes of colour 
floating over the urban plaza.

This 40 level building has been 
built on a 7,740m² site which 
fronts North Quay and the 
Brisbane River with half of the 
site devoted to public space.

The building has three levels 
below ground and 37 above 
with a sky lobby at level 28. 
Over 60,000m² of office space 
is available over 32 floors with 
parking for 355 cars provided 
in three basement levels 
totalling 17,598m². Retail and 
Customer Services / Library are 

located on the ground, first and 
second levels. Incorporated 
into the design is a public 
plaza integrating mature trees 
and sculptures. Brisbane City 
Council and Suncorp have 
leased a major portion of 
the building, Baulderstone 
undertook their fitout.

The tower is serviced by 18 
passenger lifts and one goods 
lift. The building is constructed 
from a reinforced concrete frame 
with curtain wall glazing and 
sun screening externally fixed to 
the western façade. The eastern 
façade has a full height column 
and truss structure from ground 
level to the underside of level 29 
with a curtain glass wall above.

ESD principles have been 
adopted during the design and 
construction of Brisbane Square 
including blackwater sewer 
mining & recycling systems and 
heat rejection to the nearby river 
to create a Green Star building.
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Suncorp offices. Four low-rise 
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Lump Sum -  
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located on the ground, first and 
second levels. Incorporated 
into the design is a public 
plaza integrating mature trees 
and sculptures. Brisbane City 
Council and Suncorp have 
leased a major portion of 
the building, Baulderstone 
undertook their fitout.
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from a reinforced concrete frame 
with curtain wall glazing and 
sun screening externally fixed to 
the western façade. The eastern 
façade has a full height column 
and truss structure from ground 
level to the underside of level 29 
with a curtain glass wall above.
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adopted during the design and 
construction of Brisbane Square 
including blackwater sewer 
mining & recycling systems and 
heat rejection to the nearby river 
to create a Green Star building.
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QLD 

BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL 

Brisbane Square Library 

ARCHITECT   City Design - Brisbane City Council 

   (Denton Corker Marshall: office tower) 

   2006 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated; 

 Library, Customer Service Centre, 
Development & Regulatory Services 
Centre; 

 In 23 storey office tower 

SIZE   55,000m2 

COST    $210M 

COLLECTION   traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 5 star Green Star project (Denton Corker Marshall) 

•	 ESD measures: blackwater sewer mining & recycling 
systems; heat rejection to nearby river; 

•	 Computerised book sorter 

•	 Wireless technology throughout; Best practice IT facilities 

•	 Meeting pods, free form utility areas, relaxation spaces 

•	 Each level is thematically coloured for way finding 

•	 Self help and self-checkout kiosks 

Strong, vibrant colours and shapes in the ‘vertical street’; adjacent, transparent meeting pod; retail 

Bright colours for wayfinding in the collection;	 Cafe-style seating; Bright, open interiors; Colour-coded external wayfinding; 
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QLD 

BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL 

Queensland State Library 

ARCHITECT   Donovan Hill / Peddle Thorp  2006 

   (Original scheme: Robin Gibson, 1988) 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated; 

 Library, Customer Service Centre, 
Development & Regulatory Services 
Centre; 

 In 23 storey office tower 

SIZE   20,000m2 

COST    $76M 

COLLECTION  documentary heritage collections; 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Awards: 
•	 2007 RAIA National Award for Public Architecture 
•	 2007 RAIA National Award for Interior Architecture 
•	 2007 RAIA Qld State Award for Public Buildings 
•	 2007 RAIA Brisbane Regional Awards: Building of the 

Year 

•	 Reworking Robin Gibson’s 10,000sqm original design; 
New diversity of spaces; over 1000 different rooms in 
12,000sqm of additional space 

•	 Complex client group - community and indigenous 
consultation 

•	 Domestic scale detailing with a civic presence 

•	 Open: building designed around a central axis; Open 
24hrs; 

•	  ESD: ‘Queenslander’ vernacular: overhanging roof 

Light filled atrium; Neutral, cool interiors Semi-transparent facade with fine detailing Greenery and organic shapes relate to the 
sub-tropical Queensland context 

elements, verandahs, elevated on stilts, sub-tropical 
foliage has cooling effects;  Low energy lighting solutions 

Library addresses public context;  Playful ceiling; Civic scale building with dramatic light play	 Transparent reading room looks on to Brisbane 
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Expansive open spaces with a transparency that delineates activities 

Green-painted concrete / open, visually permeable entrance Dramatic internal details draw attention to the architecture Differing study spaces;  

NSW PUBLIC LIBRARIES STATE LIBRARY NSW:  PEOPLE PLACES STUDY 



       

11 © FRANCIS-JONES MOREHEN THORP PTY LTD 2007 ACN 101 197 219  ABN 97 277 344 725

QLD 

GOLD COAST CITY COUNCIL 

Bond University Kearney Library 

ARCHITECT   Donovan Hill / Peddle Thorp  2006 

   (Original scheme: Robin Gibson, 1988) 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated; 

 Library, Customer Service Centre, 
Development & Regulatory Services 
Centre; 

 In 23 storey office tower 

SIZE   20,000m2 

COST    $76M 

COLLECTION  documentary heritage collections; 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Awards: 
•	 2007 RAIA National Award for Public Architecture 
•	 2007 RAIA National Award for Interior Architecture 
•	 2007 RAIA Qld State Award for Public Buildings 
•	 2007 RAIA Brisbane Regional Awards: Building of the 

Year 

•	 Reworking Robin Gibson’s 10,000sqm original design; 
New diversity of spaces; over 1000 different rooms in 
12,000sqm of additional space 

•	 Complex client group - community and indigenous 
consultation 

•	 Domestic scale detailing with a civic presence 

•	 Open: building designed around a central axis; Open 
24hrs; 

•	  ESD: ‘Queenslander’ vernacular: overhanging roof 

Dynamic internal fitout with changing lights under tables, warm timber accents and colourful furniture to suit different modes of learning. 
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QLD 

GOLD COAST CITY COUNCIL 

Broadbeach Library 

ARCHITECT   Fulton Trotter Architects  
2008 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated; 

 Cafe, community building, Life Education 
facility, art display. 

SIZE   2,500m2 

COST    $6.1M 

COLLECTION  Traditional; 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 2009 Gold Coast City Council Urban Design Award 

•	 Pedestrian link to Pacific Fair shopping centre and cafe in 
forecourt provides a defined activity zone 

•	 Form and details taken from images of local history 

•	 ESD: 
•	 Abundance of natural light from south facing high level 

skylights and full height glazing 
•	 Collection of rainwater for flushing toilets and landscape

irrigation 
•	 Recyclable internal materials 

Vibrant colours externally, with a neutral internal palette; Natural light from full height glazing and clerestory windows; 
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QLD 

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 

Biological Sciences Library 

ARCHITECT   Wilson Architects   2006 

   (Original scheme: Robin Gibson, 1970s) 

TYPOLOGY   Standalone; 

SIZE    

COST    $13.5M 

COLLECTION  Biological Sciences; 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Extension and refurbishment of existing library 

•	 Responds to pedagogical shift in student study behaviour 
and supports collaborative approach to learning 

•	 Relationship of socialising and learning extends to new 
cafe and courtyard 

•	 Flexible group study rooms  and training rooms 

•	 ESD: 
•	 Light sensors to suit adjacent external light levels 
•	 Large overhangs and shaded courtyard 
•	 High performance glazing 
•	 Deep plan arrangement for temperature stability 
•	 Borrowed light penetrates through internal spaces 
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SA 

ADELAIDE CITY COUNCIL 

State Library 

ARCHITECT   HASSELL & MGT Canberra Architects 

   2003 

TYPOLOGY   Standalone building; 

SIZE    2000 m2 

COST    $3.7M 

COLLECTION   traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Central 1967 building set well back from the street 
flanked by heritage buildings dating from 1861 and 1884; 

•	 Complete refurbishment of 1967 building; limited internal 
upgrade of heritage buildings to create usable spaces. 

•	 85% of collection in basement compactus 

•	 Single information and reference service point 

•	 Mortlock Building used as exhibition area, for public 
programs and for venue hire. 

•	 New study spaces and IT & Comms areas 

•	 Glazed foyer links Institute, Mortlock and Spence Wings. 

•	 Extensive glazing allows increased natural light in. 

New glazed entry link, with louvred sun screen ceiling feature and expressed frameless glazing 

Transparency - natural light and street views; Dedicated children’s area Juxtaposing old with new;	 Glazed atrium 
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SA 

ADELAIDE HILLS COUNCIL 

Stirling Library 

ARCHITECT   HASSELL 

 2003 

TYPOLOGY   Collocation; Council & Library 

SIZE    

COST    $5.6M 

COLLECTION   traditional, youth, children’s 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Strong influence from park context - seasonal changes in 
light, colours, textures; Blurred transition 
•	 Material palette and colours: rich timber veneers, 


aggregate concrete floors, autumnal palette;
 
•	 Opens up to park views; Glazed curtain walls allow full 


height picture windows
 
•	 Building acts as lantern at night 

•	 ESD: double-glazed solar performance glass; low 
maintenance materials; 20,000L water tank; economy 
mechanical systems; maximised natural light. 

•	 Flexible planning: minimal internal walls and columns 
allow for future expansion; 

•	 Library may be securely shut off for council events 

Large picture windows taking in park views;  Overhanging eaves for sun protection; Historical reference images in reading area; 

‘Lantern’ effect at night; Autumnal material palette; Flexible study and meeting rooms; Collection area 
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Concrete aggregate floors and sleek, light-filled interiors; Quirky, comfortable seating areas; Well lit at night for  park ‘lantern’ effect & vibrancy; 

Dedicated children’s reading areas;  Reading nooks and energetic images in youth section; 

Staff lockers;    Naturally lit reading area and collections; Flexible teaching/study space with retractable, fully glazed enclosures; 
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SA 

CITY OF PLAYFORD 

Playford Civic Centre 

ARCHITECT   Hardy Milazzo + HASSELL

    2004 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated; Library and Civic Centre;  
Includes Theatre, function centre, Council 
Chambers, Mayoral facilities. 

SIZE    1300m2 

COST    $10.2M 

COLLECTION   traditional 

KEY FEATURES

•	  Aim to create a community hub to entice new, younger 
users to the library - to create a ‘fun, transparent, non-
intimidating’ environment.  

•	 This concept defined selections for finishes, materials and 
graphics - ‘bright, happy and energetic’ 

•	 Result: 400% increase in visitors 

•	 Architecturally, the complex expresses each functional 
component separately, connected by a central Great Hall. 

•	 ESD:  Natural light, openness, flexibility. 
•	 Underground rainwater tanks for toilets & irrigation; 
•	  Solar panels to supplement hot water services. 
•	 Recycled materials including previous road surface 

materials for new car parks and roadways, recycled 
timber flooring 
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The library’s design, construction and fit out 
reference the region’s unique and ancient 
landscape of volcanic craters, lakes, limestone 
and mysterious underground waterways. 

The welcoming entry provides the first sighting 
of the exciting children’s library, with visual 
openness achieved by limiting the height of 
shelving and using glass and sliding ‘walls’. 

The library follows a clockwise circulation 
pattern, with the collections grouped centrally 
and announced by a clearly defined timber 
path.  The active spaces, including the café 
from which other functions radiate, are located 
along the perimeter east wall and accessible for 
10 pm closing. Back-of-house functions, which 
include the capture and preservation of Mount 
Gambier’s cultural and documentary heritage, 
are clustered. 

FEATURES INCLUDE

s ! ��METRE @LATTICE OF LETTERS� METAL SCREEN�
which follows the curve of the east elevation  
to the entrance.

s ! �� METRELONG INTERNAL LIMESTONE WALL
saw-cut to reveal underground geology and  
carved with silhouettes of a forest.

s 4IMBER SURROUNDS ON THE �� COLUMNS
supporting the skillion roof structure,  
incorporating poetry and phrases from  
writers that are relevant to the adjacent  
room uses.

s ! #AFÏ� BRINGING THE EXPERIENCE OF A MODERN
bookshop into the library space.

s ! YOUTH LOUNGE AREA� COMPLETE WITH
PlayStation 3 consoles, magazines, televisions
and three specially commissioned ‘youth chairs’.

s ! RELAXING READING AREA OVERLOOKING THE #AVE
Garden—bringing the outside in. 

s ! LOCAL AND FAMILY HISTORY AREA� WHICH
encourages nostalgia through the use of  
hand-crafted blackwood furniture.

s 3TATEOFTHEART TECHNOLOGY INCLUDES ��HOUR
wireless internet.

s ! GENEROUS UNENCLOSED COVERED TERRACE TO THE
perimeter of the building for Café, farmers  
markets, performances and functions.
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SA 

MOUNT GAMBIER CITY COUNCIL 

Mount Gambier Library 

ARCHITECT   Brown Falconer 

   2010 

TYPOLOGY   Stand-alone; 

SIZE       

COST    

COLLECTION   traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Critical design elements: 
•	 Internal and external design: to exceed National best 

practice; be bold and imaginative; 
•	 Size & proportions: long term solution; 
•	 Internal spaces: flexible; distinct spaces for different 

uses. 

•	 Design references the region’s landscape of volcanic 
craters, lakes, limestone and underground waterways. 

•	 Clockwise circulation pattern: collection centrally located, 
defined by a timber path; active spaces on perimeter. 

Natural light from clerestory windows; Children’s ‘cave’;	 Abstracted signage - jumbled letters; Children’s dog stools - playful; Jumbled lettering; 
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SA 

MOUNT GAMBIER CITY COUNCIL 

Mount Gambier Library 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Features: 60m lattice of letters at entrance; 
•	 15m internal limestone wall carved with forest 

silhouettes 
•	 Timber  surrounds  on  columns  supporting  skillion  roof, 

with  poetry  &  phrases  from  writers  relevant  to  adjacent 
rooms; 

•	 Local history area with handcrafted blackwood 
furniture; 

•	 Youth lounge with playstations, magazines, televisions; 
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SA 

MAWSON LAKES 

Sir Eric Neal Library 

ARCHITECT   Thomson Rossi 

   2006 

TYPOLOGY   Standalone building; extension 

SIZE    3200 m2 

COST    

COLLECTION   traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Modernisation of existing building, as a “gateway to the 
digital age” 

•	  “Solidity of Old” versus the “Transparency of New” 

•	 Integrates existing series of John Dowie sculptures 

•	 New “entry statement” 

•	 Atrium division creates multipurpose link 

•	 Maximises flexibility on floor plates 

•	 Group study rooms, PC stations, Student lounges, 
wireless technology 

•	 ESD: Heat reclaim system; Economy cycle air 
conditioning plant; Atrium allows deep penetration of 
daylight; Double glazed facade system with sun screens; 
BMS system monitors energy, A/C and lighting levels 

Sleek new exterior and bright, open interior for extension to existing library - “solidity of old vs transparency of new” 
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SA 

PRINCE ALFRED COLLEGE 

Senior School Library 

ARCHITECT   Williams Burton Architects 

   2006 

TYPOLOGY   Standalone building; 

SIZE    2000 m2 

COST    $3.7M 

COLLECTION   traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Adaptation of original concrete 1950s building 

•	 SE windows over the sports fields and clerestory 
windows maximise natural lighting to reduce the need for 
artificial lighting and air conditioning 

•	 Heavy stone columns at base reference the adjacent, 
original stone buildings; zinc cladding to concrete 
columns and steel sun screens on L2 and aluminium 
louvres at top  contemporise the building 

•	 Colour splashes and Latin text internally create a vibrant 
student study space 

Materiality relates to historic adjacent buildings; Zinc and aluminium louvres update the building. 

Bright, colourful, light-filled interiors allow for less artificial lighting, and functional study spaces. 
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SA 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Hawke Building 

ARCHITECT   John Wardle Architects   
2007 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated; 

 Library, Civic gallery, auditorium, forum, 
public art gallery, 

SIZE  6500 m2 

COST    

COLLECTION   Prime Ministerial Library - archival records, 
memorabilia, books. 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Prominent location along north-south axis of university. 

•	 Aims to project the university’s identity - the “front door” 

•	 Facade of precast concrete panels with inserted copper 
accents - designed to weather gracefully, signifying the 
persistence of the institution over time. 

•	 Building personifies Hawke, with a “larrikin touch” -
glimpses into traditionally sealed spaces, stairs that 
connect to unpredictable places; a “muscular and brilliant 
cliff, cut through with a deep chasm of sapphire glass” 

•	 Unlike traditional cloistered collections, the library 
contents are advertised through a splayed curtain wall of 
glass 

•	 ESD: external shading; high performance glass;  reduced 
structural spans; lightweight partition walls internally for 
future flexibility;  low energy-use fluorescent lights. 

•	 Awards: RAIA Jack McConnell award for Public 
Architecture;  AIA National Commendation for Public 
Architecture, SA; 
RAIA Award for Merit, Interior Architecture, SA. 

Library with natural light;	 Copper vertical 

Angular, edgy design, with a strong material palette of concrete glass and timber flooring;	    Dramatic interiors and exterior forms and light play. 
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SA 

VICTOR HARBOR 

Victor Harbor Civic Centre 

ARCHITECT   Hardy Milazzo 

   2006 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated; 

 Library, Governance - Council Chambers 

SIZE    3000 m2 

COST    

COLLECTION   traditional 

KEY FEATURES
 

•	 Materials relate to nature: timber cladding, zinc, exposed 
aggregate walls 

•	 Glass curtain walls address wetlands context and assist 
transparency of process to delineate spaces 

•	 ESD: low energy use air conditioning and lighting; 
optimised plan for natural light; all natural trees on site 
retained; alignment with contours of site to minimise 
excavation 

Light filled interiors; Glazed curtain wall to mangroves; Large, open entry foyer - visually permeable for way finding; Raw materiality; 
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UTAS Student Learning Experience 4 Adrian Dillon

Fig. 1 – Morris Miller Library (Level 2) 

Fig. 2 – Morris Miller Library (Level 3) 
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TAS 

SANDY BAY & NEWNHAM CAMPUS 

UTAS Library Learning Hubs 

ARCHITECT   Crawford Shurman Architects, Futago 

   Karryn Irwin, Interior Design 

   2007 

TYPOLOGY   Insertions into existing libraries; 

SIZE     

COST     

COLLECTION   Traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Learning hubs created within existing Sandy Bay and 
Newnham Campus Libraries 

•	 Concept of library as “Knowledge Centre” 

•	 Flexible learning spaces, adaptable to suit a range of 
methodologies 

•	 Space used to promote various learning relationships 
through formal, collaborative and self directed learning. 

•	 e-Learning media services - multimedia learning rooms 

•	 2006 Tasmanian Architecture Award RAIA - Interior 
Architecture 

Light filled study spaces; 	 Timber materiality and colour palette of reds, yellows and orange for warmth; Wide variety of casual study and reading spaces 
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VIC 

CITY OF HOBSONS BAY 

Altona Meadows Library 

ARCHITECT   Haskell Architects 

   2006 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated:  
Library and Community Centre. 

SIZE    

COST    $4.2M 

COLLECTION   Traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Multiple facilities and services and services ranging from 
cooking, computer and art classes to counselling and 
support services, plus the latest in library technology. 

•	 Serves communities of Altona and Williamstown 

•	 Adjacent to a shopping centre 
•	 Design references local history (plane hangar) 
•	 Glass walls allow views into building, and natural light. 
•	 Double height interior gives sense of spaciousness 
•	 ESD: economy cycle air-con;  Electric-boosted solar hot 

water; energy efficient equipment;  daylight sensors. 

Design references plane hangar;	 Visible interior activates surrounding space; Spacious, open interior. 
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VIC 

CITY OF MONASH 

Clayton Community Centre 

ARCHITECT   Jackson Architecture 

   2008 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated:  
Library, Theatre, Aquatic Centre, Fitness 
Centre, Preschool, Maternal and Child 
Health Youth and Community Services, 
Clayton Art Room, and Cafe, Medical 
Centre and Dental Clinic. 

SIZE    

COST    $24.2M 

COLLECTION   

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Multiple facilities and services and services brought into a 
coherent whole and all made accessible and visible 

•	 Transparent walls allow clear delineation between 
disparate activities 

•	 Brief for a building with a “cohesive and strong presence” 
to contrast with bland “blank box” supermarkets adjacent 

•	 Sustainable measures: 
•	 double glazing to aquatic centre and library 
•	 waterless urinals 
•	 sun shading to all facades 
•	 eco-friendly materials and furniture 

Dynamic angular form and materiality 

Reading / Collection area; Fitness & aquatic centre; The building from a side street 
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Ground Floor Plan

East Melbourne Library
Ground source heating and cooling pump schematics
Summer Cooling Mode
Temperature greater than 26  Co

       

  
      

  
 

          

27 © FRANCIS-JONES MOREHEN THORP PTY LTD 2007 ACN 101 197 219  ABN 97 277 344 725

VIC 

MELBOURNE CITY COUNCIL 

East Melbourne Library 

ARCHITECT   Melbourne City Architects 

   2006 

TYPOLOGY   Standalone 

SIZE    

COST    $24.2M 

COLLECTION   Traditional;  Sustainability; Local history; 
Manga and Graphic novels; Vietnamese 
& Chinese; Language learning kits. 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Community activities: author talks, children’s events, choir 
performances, school excursions, events/ book launches, 
giant chess board 

•	 Designed to minimise staffing needs - splayed collections 
allow for visual monitoring from behind the staff desk. 

•	 Scaled to relate to adjacent residential housing. 

•	 ESD: 6 Star rating 
•	 Natural ventilation: air drawn in through sub-floor 

plenum, passes into building through perimeter vents. 
•	 Concrete floor exposed to act as a thermal mass. 
•	 Geothermal heating and cooling system 
•	 High performance glass facade, shaded perimeter 

glazing 
•	 Sensor lighting 
•	 Rainwater harvesting in two 7,500L tanks used for toilet 

flushing and garden irrigation. 

•	 Recycled and low VOC materials and furniture 

Large glass facade for natural lighting;  High ceilings, spacious interiors;	 Dedicated children’s zone; Single point of surveillance; 
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VIC 

MELBOURNE CITY COUNCIL 

State Library Refurbishment 

ARCHITECT   Ancher Mortlock & Woolley 

   1990-2004 (refurbishment) 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated:  
Learning facility, library and chapel within 
Ormond College. Cafe 

SIZE    m2 

COST    $200M 

COLLECTION   over 1.5million books; traditional; rare, 
historically significant books, arts, music 
and performing arts 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Originally opened in 1856, by architect Joseph Reed, 
built in the Academic Classical style. Traditional interiors 
remain. 

•	 Major refurbishments 1990-2004 including the 
construction of exhibition spaces which house permanent 
exhibitions 

•	 One of the world’s largest exhibiting libraries 

•	 Chess room with material dedicated to the history, study 
and practice of chess 

•	 Large central dome over reading room - floods the 
building with natural light 

•	 Includes a conference centre, art gallery, Experimedia 
space, cafe, Queen’s Hall, and La Trobe Reading Room 

Traditional style reading room;     Post-modern artwork in forecourt;	     La Trobe Reading room from above; Original classical facade; 
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Sympathetic contemporary addition to the original classical building; Domed central atrium floods La Trobe reading room with natural light. 
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VIC 

MELBOURNE CITY COUNCIL 

State Library - Wheeler Centre 

ARCHITECT   peckvonhartel 

   2010 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated with State Library; 

SIZE    1975m2 

COST    $3M 

COLLECTION   over 1.5million books; traditional; rare, 
historically significant books 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 New wing to the State Library - a ‘literature hub’,  
the  Wheeler Centre for Books, Writing + Ideas 

•	 Office  accommodation  and  support  infrastructure  for 
key literary organisations - the Victorian Writer’s Centre,  
Melbourne  Writers’  Festival,  Australian  Poetry  Centre, 
etc,  plus  performance  &  multipurpose  spaces  for  festival 
programming. 

•	 ‘Glazed light beacon and ethereal street canopy’ behind a  
heritage facade 

•	 Internal  spaces  provide  flexible  accommodation  for  the 
various programmes and organisations involved. 

Vibrant, contemporary interiors;	 Juxtaposition of old and new; 
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VIC 

MELTON CITY COUNCIL 

Caroline Springs Civic Centre & Library 

ARCHITECT   Suters Prior Cheney 

   2007 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated with Civic Centre; 

SIZE    2,500m2 

COST    $20-30M 

COLLECTION   traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Design inspired by local geological features of the Organ 
Pipes National Park - columnar basalt formations are 
reflected in the tessellated / randomised precast wall 
throughout the building; 

•	 Large hexagons forming the main entry were created 
using stepped concrete columns with infill pieces;  

•	 Cranked glass facade continues the language of the 
precast; 

•	 “Layer of Unconformity” - a geological term where 
materials overlay another, stylized through the framed 
perimeter in alpolic, and light shelf and edge to the 
clerestory. 

•	 Alpolic soffit extends from outside to inside - inspired by 
basalt formations. 

•	 Zoned areas defined by the ceiling and carpet 

Geometric forms reflect local geology; Faceted glass facade;	 Light filled interiors. 

NSW PUBLIC LIBRARIES STATE LIBRARY NSW:  PEOPLE PLACES STUDY 



       

  

32 © FRANCIS-JONES MOREHEN THORP PTY LTD 2007 ACN 101 197 219  ABN 97 277 344 725

VIC 

PARKVILLE, HUME CITY COUNCIL 

Dalton McCaughey Library 

ARCHITECT   Williams Boag 

   2006 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated:  
Learning facility, library and chapel within 
Ormond College. Cafe 

SIZE    5,580m2 

COST    $12M 

COLLECTION   theology, religion 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 2008 RAIA Award (heritage) 

•	 2007 Master Builders Award, Excellence in Construction, 
$10-20M 

•	 Heritage buildings flank either side (1960s & 1890s) 

•	 Materials and detailing influenced by heritage buildings: 
off-form concrete, copper, steel, perforated metal, glass 

•	 ESD: Mixed mode air conditioning; Tempered supply and 
return air provided to basement plant room via plenum 
spaces around the basement batters; Double glazing 
and solar control glass to east and west; Motion detector 
lights; Stormwater collected. Materiality references heritage buildings adjacent, whilst adding a contemporary addition; 
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WA 

BUNBURY COUNCIL 

Bunbury Library and Smart Building 

ARCHITECT   Peter Hunt Architect 

   2009 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated: 

  Library on one floor, Data Centre and 
tenancy space on floor above. 

SIZE    1600 m2 

COST    

COLLECTION   traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 New library occupies footprint of an existing library, 
restrained by roads, hillside to the south, and forecourt 
heritage parkland. 

•	 Glass walls showcase activities within; 

•	 “Natural palette” of glass, stone, steel framing, cladding 

•	 Flexible and operationally efficient planning 

Entrance colonnade; Strong angular gestures externally, 

Organic curvilinear elements internally. 
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WA 

CURTIN UNIVERSITY 

i-Zone - Curtin University Library 

ARCHITECT   Taylor Robinson Architects 

   2007 

TYPOLOGY   Refurbishment: 

   New technology zone in existing library 

SIZE    

COST    $1M 

COLLECTION   traditional,  family  history  and  local  studies,   
   languages 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Architecture Award in Interior Architecture, WA, 2009 

•	 Interior refurbishment of L2, Robertson University Library 

•	 Technology-rich area with different zones for wireless 
laptops, freestanding express computers, graphics 
workstations, LCD screens in presentation area, 
bluetooth and webcam PCs. 

•	 Colours and materials used to delineate spaces and 
create a variety of unique learning / study spaces for 
different student needs 

Vibrant, youthful new design 

Contemporary, flexible reading zones New technology-rich study area, with a variety of spaces for individual needs 
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WA 

HALE SCHOOL 

Forrest Library 

ARCHITECT   James Christou + Partners Architects 

   2009 

TYPOLOGY   Collocated, school library: 

 Library, IT Centre, Cafe, Dining, Staff 
commons, 27 classrooms, uniform shop 

SIZE    4150m2 

COST    $16M 

COLLECTION   traditional, school collection. 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Architecture Award for Public Architecture 2010 (WA) 

•	 Rectilinear building with organic ‘egg’ shaped classrooms 

•	 Nontraditional shelving styles to mimic retail environment 

•	 Clean, timeless aesthetic of interior design with bright, 
fun, youthful furniture in ‘conversation spaces’;  Curved 
bookshelves, quiet retreats, central courtyard 

•	 AV learning areas, group study desks, class discussion 
areas 

•	 Acoustic and environmental management to allow for 
several diverse groups simultaneously 

•	 Natural light throughout 

Central courtyard 

Organic shapes throughout contrast with a strictly rectilinear building exterior 

Light filled casual study and group discussion areas	 Large picture windows with louvred screens 

Timber louvres to glass box; Abundant natural light;	 Night-time lantern effect; 
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WA 

JOONDALUP, PERTH 

Edith Cowan University Library 

ARCHITECT   JCY Architects and Urban Designers 

   2007 

TYPOLOGY   Standalone; 

SIZE    xx2 

COST    $34M 

COLLECTION   Traditional 

KEY FEATURES 

•	 Designed around the issue of “access”  - designed as a 
gateway to the campus 

•	 The notion of the library as a “Third Place”, after work and 
home. 

•	 Embraces varied needs of users and different ways of 
studying/learning, providing a multitude of spaces for 
full time students, part time students, remote students, 
groups and individuals. 

•	 Colours derived from ‘pixelation’ of surrounding bush, 
and of the native flowers of the region. 

•	 Facilities include a bookshop, cafe and coffee shop, a 
mega lab (interactive technology-based research and 
learning lounge) and integrated Japanese courtyard. 

•	 ESD: carefully designed to exclude all direct sunlight 
whilst maximising natural light; 

Vibrant furnishings;  Open space;	   Strong entry threshold; Bright louvre colours; 
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