
 
 

State Library celebrates the  
Sydney Harbour Bridge turning 85 

 
19/01/2017 

 
The State Library of NSW is celebrating 85 years of the Sydney Harbour Bridge by releasing 
its entire collection of unedited historic interviews with the fascinating people who built the 
iconic Australian landmark. 
 
For the first time the Sydney Harbour Bridge builders oral history collection will be made 
available online using the Library’s innovative new tool Amplify, developed by the State Library 
in partnership with the New York Public Library.  
 
“These interviews are part of the State Library’s collection of over 13,000 hours of digital sound 
recordings. Amplify gives the public unparalleled access to our extensive oral history collection 
and enables digital volunteers to help us transcribe the interviews. This anniversary is the 
perfect opportunity to make them freely available for all to explore and transcribe,” says Lucy 
Milne, acting NSW State Librarian and Chief Executive. 
 
Work on the Sydney Harbour Bridge commenced in 1923 and construction was completed by 
early 1932. Over eight years 1,400 builders worked on the bridge and it cost the NSW 
Government nearly 10 million Australian pounds. On 19 January 1932 the first train made its 
way across the Sydney Harbour Bridge as part of load testing. The bridge was officially opened 
in March 1932. 
 
“The construction of the bridge was a major event for Sydneysiders at the time. Everyone 
watched over the years as each day their city changed before their eyes,” says State Library 
curator Anni Turnbull. 
 
Many of the interviewees talk about the physical challenges and the dangers of working on 
the bridge in a time before safety helmets and harnesses. The Library’s archive also contains 
the often unheard stories of those who worked in the industries that supported the bridge’s 
construction.   
 
“The bridge was nicknamed ‘the iron lung’ because it was the lifeblood of Sydney. It gave work 
to thousands across NSW and literally helped many local families stay alive. From welders to 
concreters, boilermakers, plumbers, riveters, miners and engineers, hearing the voices of the 
people involved in the bridge gives you a sense of how important it was to defining our 
country,” says Ms Turnbull.  
 
The State Library hopes the anniversary will inspire people from across Australia and around 
the world to explore the amazing stories on Amplify and to get involved in the important task 
of transcribing the interviews as digital volunteers. 
 
“Transcribing these oral histories is just the first step in making the collections accessible to 
the public. Once transcription is completed the Library can select and curate an engaging 
online story to showcase the interviews, along with a wide range of material relating to the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge, including photographs, drawings and artworks,” says Ms Turnbull. 
 
To start exploring the collection, visit amplify.sl.nsw.gov.au 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: 
Golda Mitchell, Media & Communications, State Library of NSW 
(02) 9273 1691, 0434 683 435, golda.mitchell@sl.nsw.gov.au 
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