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State Library of NSW creating the largest
collection of digitised newspapers in Australia
15/05/2014
Over 4.5 million pages of historical newspapers are now fully searchable
online as part of the State Library of NSW’s major initiative funded by the NSW
State Government to fast track the digitisation of its entire newspaper
collection.
This first major milestone in the State Library’s extensive $22.4 million
digitisation program is providing local and global audiences with free online
access to over 250 NSW newspaper titles, with additional issues being
digitised and made available every week.
“This is a significant achievement for the Library’s Digital Excellence Program
which started just over 12 months ago with NSW Government support,” says
Alex Byrne, NSW State Librarian and Chief Executive.
“Newspapers are one of our most popular resources and now students, family
and local historians, researchers and indeed anyone can readily access from
their computer, mobile or tablet, local news, key moments and historically
significant events that collectively tell our unique Australian story," says Dr
Byrne.
Under the Library’s Digital Excellence Program more than six million pages of
historical New South Wales newspapers will be accessible online on the
discovery service Trove, in partnership with the National Library of Australia,
building the largest collection of digitised newspapers in Australia.
The State Library will continue to work with the National Library of Australia,
NSW public libraries and historical societies to make the State Library’s
collection of more than 2,000 newspaper titles available online for the people
of NSW and beyond.
“Through the Digital Excellence Program we’re providing a rich digital
chronicle of our past that can only be found in newspapers. Our extensive
collection includes Australia’s first newspaper, The Sydney Gazette and New
South Wales Advertiser, as well as little known titles from remote areas of
NSW with only a few issues.”
In the lead up to the centenary of World War I, the Digital Excellence Program
has focused on digitising runs of NSW newspapers from rural and regional
areas that were published during the years spanning the Great War (1914 –
1918).
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In addition to NSW newspapers, a State Library team of expert librarians has
identified the most in-demand, fragile and valuable items from across the
collection for digitisation, such as the Library’s collection of 1,100 World War
I personal diaries which will be featured in a major exhibition from July. Other
projects include an initial selection of the books given by David Scott Mitchell,
irreplaceable oral histories and fragile photographic negative collections. All
will be gradually made available on the State Library’s new website when it is
launched later this year.
“Digitisation is enhancing the way people use libraries and collections and
we’re thrilled to be providing unprecedented, world wide access to most iconic
and historically significant documents and objects of our state and nation,”
says Dr Byrne.
For more information about the State Library’s Digital Excellence Program
visit www.sl.nsw.gov.au
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