
 
 
 

Over 150 years of government records  
digitised and online for the first time 

 
03/11/2016 

 
The State Library of NSW, in partnership with the National Library of Australia, has 
digitised over one million pages of historic NSW Government Gazettes to make the entire 
collection now available online - for free!  
 
“The Gazettes are significant official records relating to every facet of government, from 
the smallest local council notices to the establishment of our nation,” says Lucy Milne, 
Acting NSW State Librarian & Chief Executive.  
 
“They are essential to anyone examining the history of NSW and Australia, and now, 
thanks to the Library’s NSW Government funded Digital Excellence Program, they are 
all there online, available for everyone to use for free,” says Ms Milne. 
 
The State Library’s newly digitised Gazette collection dates back to 1832 in the early 
days of the colony, and continues right up until 2001 when the Gazette entered the digital 
age and began to be published electronically. 
 
“You can find just about everything in the Gazettes,” says State Library curator Margot 
Riley. “The early editions contain information like the names of convicts arriving in NSW, 
so they’re great for researching your family history and Australian history in general.  
 
“There’s also weird and wonderful gems like rewards offered for absconded criminals, 
symbols used for cattle branding, the tea allowances for public servants, extra levies for 
carting nitroglycerine, the Rabbit Nuisance Act of 1883 and infringements against the 
Obscene and Indecent Publications Act, 1901-1955.”  
 
The Gazettes are available via the National Library of Australia’s popular online 
discovery service, Trove. Early this year the National Library released a major 
redevelopment of its revolutionary platform to include a free Gazette zone. NSW is the 
first state in the country to have its entire collection of Government Gazettes available 
online. The National Library hopes that this project will lead the way for more states to 
make their collections available. 
 
Director-General of the National Library of Australia, Anne-Marie Schwirtlich, AM, 
welcomed the collaboration with the State Library of NSW: “Bringing together the 
National Library’s ingenious redevelopment of Trove with the State Library of NSW’s 
ambition to make NSW Gazettes freely available is another win for researchers resulting 
from our productive strategic collaboration.” 
 
The public can search, view and download State Library’s entire collection of digitised 
NSW Government Gazettes via Trove: trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/gazette 
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