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9am–9:15am
Welcome

Rebecca Bushby, Director, Programming, Production & Audience,  
Sydney Living Museums

Richard Neville, Mitchell Librarian and Director, Engagement,  
State Library of New South Wales  

9:15am–10am
Keynote Speaker

Professor John Maynard 

Emeritus Professor John Maynard is a Worimi Aboriginal man from the Port Stephens 
region of New South Wales. He has held several major positions and served on 
numerous prominent organizations and committees including, Deputy Chairperson of 
the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS) and 
the Executive Committee of the Australian Historical Association. He was the recipient 
of the Aboriginal History (Australian National University) Stanner Fellowship 1996, the 
New South Wales Premiers Indigenous History Fellow 2003, Australian Research Council 
Postdoctoral Fellow 2004, University of Newcastle Researcher of the Year 2008 and 
2012. In 2014 he was elected a member of the prestigious Australian Social Sciences 
Academy. He gained his PhD in 2003, examining the rise of early Aboriginal political 
activism. He has worked with and within many Aboriginal communities, urban, rural 
and remote. Professor Maynard’s publications have concentrated on the intersections 
of Aboriginal political and social history, and the history of Australian race relations. He 
is the author of several books, including Aboriginal Stars of the Turf, Fight for Liberty and 
Freedom, The Aboriginal Soccer Tribe, Aborigines and the Sport of Kings, True Light and 
Shade and Living with the Locals. 

My Journey as a Historian:  
Fred Maynard and the Australian Aboriginal Progressive Association. 

Professor John Maynard will examine his journey as a mature age student undertaking 
a family history project on the rise of the first united all Aboriginal political movement 
the Australian Aboriginal Progressive Association (AAPA) established in Sydney in 
1924. The material he uncovered was ground-breaking and moved historian Henry 
Reynolds to comment: ‘John Maynard has made a major contribution to Australian 
historiography. He has brought to life several major figures of the 1920s and has 
discovered much hitherto unknown material about Aboriginal politics. Interpretations 
can never be the same again.’

Program

Focusing on The Project, this highly interactive online experience will equip students 
with the tools, advice and confidence to embark on their major project. Attendees will 
have the opportunity to engage with speakers and panelists through an online Q&A. 
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10:10am–11am
Panel Discussion

Historians on the writing of history

You’ve chosen your topic. You’ve completed your research. Now you just need to turn 
your ideas and data into a great essay.

Dr Jennifer Lawless will chair a panel discussion driven by questions from the student 
audience about what it takes to produce an effective piece of writing based on 
historical research. Practicing historians Professor John Maynard, Dr Fiona Radford 
and Dr Craig Barker have published widely on a variety of topics across many areas 
of history and will share their insights and recommendations on getting from initial 
plan to final proofread. Get tips on how to increase your efficiency, reduce your 
stress and experience the satisfaction of crafting an essay that doesn’t just give good 
history, but is also a good read.

        

11:15am–12pm
Keynote Speaker

Jonathon Dallimore
Teacher and author.

Jonathon is currently working as the Executive Officer (Professional Services) 
for the History Teachers’ Association of NSW. He is the author of various HSC 
History texts including Russia and the USSR, 1917 – 41 (HTA NSW, 2020), Conflict in 
Indochina (Cengage, 2018) and a contributor to the History Extension Resource Book 2nd 
Ed. (HTA NSW, 2020). Jonathon was a recipient of a NSW Premier’s Scholarship (2016) 
which took him to Russia for the centenary of the Russian Revolution and an Andrew 
Dennis Scholarship (UNSW, 2017) which took him to complete fieldwork on the former 
Thai-Burma Railway. He currently teaches History Methods at the University of New South 
Wales and the University of Wollongong.  

The History Extension Project: getting the job done 
The History Extension Project gives students an opportunity to participate in a 
conversation about how history is made. It is exciting, creative and challenging all at 
once. This session aims to give students practical advice about setting up and completing 
their major works. More specifically, it places the major work in the context of the broader 
course to help students understand its purpose and outlines a range of strategies for 
getting the job done. 
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12:10pm–12:40pm
Presentation 

Research skills

In this Research Session you will be introduced to the skills and understanding you 
need to successfully undertake your research journey. Learn how to access, manage 
and use resources from the State Library collection and beyond, including a wide 
array of digitally-available, reliable sources. Know how best to apply what you’ve 
learned and share tips with your peers; all to start you on the right path!

1:10pm – 1:40pm 
Presentation 

Damien Webb  

Damien Webb is a Palawa man and Aboriginal liaison/library professional, currently 
managing the Indigenous Engagement Branch at the State Library of NSW. Damien 
has a passion for decolonising archives and library collections and has extensive 
experience working with researchers to understand the legacies of white explorers 
from an Aboriginal context and return authority over heritage materials to Traditional 
Owners and Aboriginal families. 

Whose history? 

The State Library of NSW holds vast and important collections of primary sources 
critical for the preservation, interrogation, and re-writing of Australia’s historical 
memory. These sources shape the stories we tell about ourselves and the narratives 
we value in Australian history. However, the choices that have been made through the 
history of an institution such as the State Library are not neutral in their nature. What 
decisions, policies and assumptions inform a collection like that of the State Library 
of NSW? Why are some historical sources included and others excluded or forgotten? 
Why are some sources considered more important, or more reliable, than others, and 
how do our ideas about historical rigour and evidence make us privilege some people 
and events over others. How must our consideration of historical sources change to 
facilitate multiple and different perspectives?   

 

1:50pm – 2:25pm 
Panel discussion

Former students on the writing of The Project 

This is your chance to ask all your burning questions about the project. Where do I 
start? How do I find the right topic? How much time do I need to spend on the essay? 
Where will I find the best resources? The panel will be made up of high-achieving ex-
students for whom the experience is very fresh, so ensure you make use of the online 
Q&A tool to engage with the panellists!
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Registration

For more information

Venue
Online via Zoom

Cost
$20 per student or teacher

Bookings
Bookings will open in October 17 at 8am and are managed by the State 
Library of New South Wales, via Eventbrite. 

To purchase tickets, click on ‘Book Now’ and complete the form with all your 
details. Please ensure that your email address has been entered correctly,  
as this will be used for all communication regarding the event. 

There are limited places available. To avoid disappointment, we recommend 
that you book early. If you have any inquiries about your booking, please 
contact Learning Services at the State Library of New South Wales on  
(02) 9273 1778 or learning.library@sl.nsw.gov.au 

You will receive your webinar link the day before the event, on Tuesday 15th 
November. Please note that all links and passcodes are unique and valid for 
use by the number of booked students only. Sharing this link may result in 
losing your place.

SYDNEY LIVING MUSEUMS

slm.is/theproject

02 8239 2288 
learningteam@slm.com.au

STATE LIBRARY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

sl.nsw.gov.au/hep 

02 9273 1778 
learning.library@sl.nsw.gov.au

http://sl.nsw.gov.au/hep  

